A guide to Digital DJ’ing with an HDC. 
Right, let’s first choose our HDC. 

1) Cortex. 1000/3000

The 1000 is basic, but it and the 3000 are the only units with two totally separate screens. Unsurprisingly, the information displayed is minimal, which can lead to you playing the wrong track if you don’t check. The search facility is excellent, and I’ve beaten Twinspin time after time in a race to find a track, simply because you don’t have to warn the Cortex that you wish to search. There’s an issue with the play buttons, but that’s solvable, there’s someone on here doing it. The 3000 has more buttons, and one more USB port. You can rig an external USB CD drive to them to play CD’s, it works, but it’s only really a safety net in case punters bring CD’s. ( and funnily enough, Radio Stations appear to only use CD’s on  their trips out) 
2) Numark D2/DDS
Not used it personally, but it gets really good reviews. Split screen, but more info than Cortex, and it’s the only one with the Crate facility. DDS80 has built in HD and CD drawers. 

3) Denon HD2500

Widely acknowledged as the class of the field, reliable, built in HDD, and can run CD drawers.  
4) Pioneer MEP7000
The dogs dangly bits. £1200 for the full kit. ‘nuff said. 
OK, we’ve picked our controller, now for the Hard Drive to feed it. First of all, get a powered hub, that’s one with a mains adaptor which plugs into it. Belkin is the best. Denon seems to need Belkin to work properly, and Cortex love them, so that’s two votes for Belkin. 4 port by the way, not 7. 

Hard drives for preference should also be powered, have a 16Mb cache, and 7200Rpm spin speed for fast data transfer to avoid stuttering and other problems. Some unpowered ones will work, but it’s a lottery. Play safe, and get powered. Slower speeds and smaller caches may also work fine, but again, be safe first and experiment later. Roadgoing ones shouldn’t be too big, minimum 160Gb, max 320/500. If it’s too big, problems may occur  reading it. If it’s too small you’ll run out of space. I’d say 250 is a good size. Use flash drives for practice, essential music, and transfers. File system used may depend on controller. If your controller says use FAT32, then find one of the programs to convert it, and away you go. Also, have a travelling back up, and a stay at home one. 
OK, now the tricky bit, and the best tip I’m ever going to give you. The tip: Don’t take your new rig on the road till you’ve ripped all your music, and tagged it accurately. If you don’t, you’ll generate needless errors, and cause yourself grief.  Been there, done that. 
Ripping your music: Go for best quality, memory’s cheap. My programme of choice is Media Monkey, Windows Media player will do it, but it’s ever so basic, some folks like Audiograbber, and there are others. The big advantage of MM is that it can edit tags. Before you rip anything, get all the tags right. It’s a lot easier than trying to do it after. Rip slowly and methodically, making sure all yout tags are correct. If you wish to group music in groups  such as 60’s, 70’s, Tamla, Rock, Dance, Party, etc, then create them first on your HD. Rip to a memory stick, and then transfer them to the correct folder, it’s easier that way. I simply let mine do it automatically, and it’s a mess. I’ll have to rebuild one soon, and I know others in the same boat. 
If I remember anything else, or questions come in, I’ll addd them to this document. Hope this helps, good luck, and happy ripping. 

